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Summary

The region of Northern Okhotsk Sea Coast in
Hokkaido, northern Japan, has various types of
wetland, in which excellent natural vegetation
widely dominates such as fern, bog, salt marsh
and swamp frest, supporting the subsistence of
diverse wildlife and functioning to neutralize the
drastic change of environment. With the legal
protection such as natural park and wildlife re
serve, some of these mires have been saved from
destruction by artificial land use up to date. H
owever, about 80% of the total area of the wet
land, ca 5000ha, has been previously disap-
peared throughout this century, many of them
were changed to pastureland or urban district,
In particular, Tonbetsu mire has been com-
pletely cultivated. Moreover, the remaining
mires have been divided into fragments and iso-
lated each other. These mires are now facing a
crisis of survive not only by recent river conser-
vancy or preparation of grassland sites but also
by inflow of eutrophic water from the surround-
ing dairy farms and pastureland. An effective
counterplan to preserve the mires of this region

1s required without delay.
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